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Historiography on Henry VIl (David Loades pp9-28)

Magnificent, self-assured,
wise, royal, ideal image of a
king, chivalric, powerful, moral
(did no wrong), saviour of
England, great, heroic

Lustful, greedy, dishonest,
unscrupulous, feared,
intimidator, gross, arbitrary,
tyrant, egotist, destructive,
despotic, manipulative,
disloyal

Inconsistent, sexually
insecure, fragile, intolerant,
gullible, malleable, weak,
confused, conflicted (between
‘jurisdictional radicalism’ and
‘sacramental conservatism’)

Steadfast, loyal, tolerant,
consistent

Believed in supremacy of laws,
acted within limits, respect for
parliamentary laws, not
despotic, overviewed
Cromwell’s radical
modernisation of govt. 2>
unified State under a single
ruler (giving HVIII greater legal
authority than any previous
monarch)

Egotist, determined to have his
way, ruthless when crossed,
expedient, morally convinced
of the justice and rectitude of
his methods (used Cromwell to
attain his aims), intelligent,
arrogant, self-centred, self-
righteous, irascible,




